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Steering Committee on Intervention in Natural 

Hazards (LAINAT): Federal Office for Meteorology and 

Climatology MeteoSwiss (weather), Federal Office for the 

Environment (hydrology, forest fires), the Institute for Snow 

and Avalanche Research (avalanches) and the Swiss 

Seismological Service (earthquakes), together with Federal 

Office for Civil Protection and the Federal Office of 

Topography swisstopo. 

 Coordination of alerting activities in the field of natural 

hazards at national level, “Single Official Voice” 

 

Coordination at national level 
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Coordinated distribution of information 

and alerts 
• Harmonized warning system with 

common warning regions and 5 

warning levels. 

 

• Common platform for the general 

public in the 4 national languages 

and English 
• www.naturgefahren.ch 

• www.dangers-naturels.ch 

• www.pericoli-naturali.ch  

• www.privels-natira.ch  

• www.natural-hazards.ch  

with a graphical representation of 

the warning situation and a 

natural hazard bulletin (in D, F, I) 

 

• Recommendations for action 

http://www.naturgefahren.ch/
http://www.dangers-naturels.ch/
http://www.dangers-naturels.ch/
http://www.dangers-naturels.ch/
http://www.pericoli-naturali.ch/
http://www.pericoli-naturali.ch/
http://www.pericoli-naturali.ch/
http://www.privels-natira.ch/
http://www.privels-natira.ch/
http://www.privels-natira.ch/
http://www.natural-hazards.ch/
http://www.natural-hazards.ch/
http://www.natural-hazards.ch/
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Warning regions 
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Publication on the MeteoSwiss weather app 

With push-warnings for chosen 

locations and the current location 

of the user 
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The Swiss weather warning system 
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Coordination with the regional and local 

levels 

• Cantons: issue alerts and alarms, in case of natural 

hazards usually basing on alerts at national level. 

• The cantons are involved in the discussion about the 

definition of the warning system. 

• Municipalities: collaborate with the Federal Office for the 

Environment (evaluation of forest fire danger) and the 

Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research (intervention in 

case of high avalanche danger) 

• Since October 2018: Alertswiss, a web-platform and an 

app for information, alerts and alarms for all kinds of 

hazards (natural and other) at national and regional level, 

created by the Federal Office for Civil Protection. It will be 

connected with the very popular MeteoSwiss-App in 2019. 
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For the current location 

For chosen contons 

CAP 1.2 is used for all 

elements (information, 

alert, alarm) and on all 

channels (web, app) 

Web platform: www.alert.swiss  

App: 

http://www.alert.swiss/
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From mainly threshold-based alerts at a 

national level to impact based warnings 

at regional / local level 

• The federal authorities issue warnings mainly on threshold-

based criteria (the avalanche-bulletin also consideres 

impact criteria) 

• Based on that, the Cantons and the municipalities can 

decide to issue recommandations, directives or prohibitions 

based on impact considerations. 
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Situation at MeteoSwiss 

• Complex warning system, warnings are mainly issued 

manually, thunderstorm warnings can be issued 

automatically 

•  The production of CAP 1.2 is not yet integrated in the 

«normal» production chain (currently delivered only to 

Meteoalarm and only for days 1 and 2, although «Warning 

Outlooks» for day 3 to day 5 would be available) 

• Looking for resources to completely renew the warning 

system 

Ninjo 

forecasting 

platform 

Warning 

Control 

Unit «CAP-

Trans-

lator» 

Message 

Handling 

System 

• App 

• Web 

• Authorities 

• Meteoalarm 

• … 



11 Geneva, 3.12.2018 S. Willemse 

Main challenges with the implemen-

tation of CAP at the national level (1) 

• Federal structure: who has the competence and the 

knowledge to define the impact of an event and to 

issue impact based recommandations / directives? 

• The institutions of Steering Committee on 

Intervention in Natural Hazards have a different 

view on IBFW and we don’t want to compromise 

the collaboration within the committee. 

• Which institution(s) should be the registered as the 

official warning authority? 
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• At MeteoSwiss we are still at the beginning of the 

implementation of IBFW, overall strategy connecting 

research and operations is not defined yet 

• Lack of resources for the development of a new 

system (government limits the number of staff 

members) 

• Mapping of our complex system (with 5 levels) on 

the international system 

• For wind not only warning area but also elevation is 

defined 

 

Main challenges with the implemen-

tation of CAP at the national level (2) 
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The bridge between research and operations is still to 

be defined. First results of the new MeteoSwiss 

/ ETH professorship 

(Prof. D. Bresch): 
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A first attempt to predict impact showed promising 

results, but how will we use this information in the 

collaboration with the other institutions?  

Inquiry among insurance companies 
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MeteoSvizzera 

Via ai Monti 146 

CH-6605 Locarno-Monti 

T +41 58 460 92 22 

www.meteosvizzera.ch 

MétéoSuisse 

7bis, av. de la Paix 

CH-1211 Genève 2 

T +41 58 460 98 88 

www.meteosuisse.ch 

MétéoSuisse 

Chemin de l‘Aérologie 

CH-1530 Payerne 

T +41 58 460 94 44 

www.meteosuisse.ch 

MeteoSwiss 

Operation Center 1  

CH-8058 Zurich-Airport  

T +41 58 460 91 11 

www.meteoswiss.ch 
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